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Memory work o four plays

42y Customoper haps the critical ar
Work focused on how custom:
- was shapeand inscribecbrally textuallymaterially)

- was mobilisedsi) thewellspring of particular claims to ithealised
cohesive community; and,
1) the(moral) justificatiofor forms of sociatonflict

Custom work®ecausdhe community is constantly reminded of
memorie® memory is performed andoerformative



Rememberingcts of protesarguablynorec o mp |l ex é pr
catastrophic in that signalled a breakdown in assumed social rel

Point ofdeparture:

theways in which communities selectively invoked the memory of pas
protests and Just as selectivel
exclusion of certain memories

Not claiminghatpast studies natttentive to the selective ways in which past
protests have bearscribed, e.g. Woods on the tellingad t Relielion

Paper notoncerneavith elite attempts to hijack meaning fmachecollective
memory but rather local and demotic workingaerhory



Knowi ng, tellilng,

@A miner born in 1750, woubhdve childhoothemories of the food
riots of 1757, and could have participated in food riots in 1773, 1
1795, 1796 and 1801. If he were lucky enough to live to be 62, t
could also have experienced the food riots of 1812. Apart from fo
rioting, he would have been a youth at the time of the pottery smj
and[may] havearticipated in the riots of the 1@0s

J R Thie labpuririgminer in Cornwall ¢.174@70: a study in social hisiory( unpubl i shed
University of Warwick, 1971), p.193.




According to John Aubreyé

@he [community] history was handeasvnefrom mother to
daught er & [t hmaydeso sittup llate ke thi
fire [to] tell oldomantiques t or i es of t h

KatherineBushelbf Ford, neaChippenham 0 b e |
excellent at these ol d
conquestowneto Carl. | in ballail

Cited inA . Fox, ORemembering the Past in
Transactions of the Royal Historic@l"Seciesy 9 (1999), p.234




Evolving script® the example of food rioting

Adrian Randall (2006, p.1X®f ol k me mory and s
confidence that came from previaaons... [was stfong
mobilizingpa gency 0

AndrewCharleswortlf1993, p.210): cultuwef f oo direw | ot |
stronger and was enriched as a cumulative collective memory of
previous struggl eadfurleds t he ei g

But wh at o f communiti es t ha
What of failure?
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Evolving script® the example of rural terror

Threateningetter sent tddr. Ridge, the keeper of the forest of the Isle
of Wight in the early 1730s:

Remember the Walton (sic) Blacks

TheNewnham(Kent) fires of 1757 and 1823; Hound fdfiamblein
1828 and 1830



Evolving script® the Swing Riots (1830

1) Forgetting and agency
2) Instant histories

3) Ignoring Swing



Swi ngoOshisiomes t ant

Stylistic forms:
Theatricals.g.C.Z. Barnettp Swi ng! 6 A(Londom c e,
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1830).

Pseudebiographicale.gdo Fr anci s STheé hiswry
of Swing, the noted Kent Rick Burner. Writtefh. igdumself
1830).

Social investigatiqresgJ. ParkeiMachinereaking and the
changes occasioned by it in theuniEgevat. A tale of the times
(Oxford, November 1831)
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Conclusions
Non-linearity of memory
Multiple memories = multiple narratives

Remembering to forget just as important as
remembering to remember



